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Learning 
Intention 

Vocab Concept Retrieval Success Criteria Hinge 
Questions for 

this lesson 

Red Zone 

L1  
To describe post-

war prosperity 

Suburbs, 
Consumerism, 

Affluence 

GCSE History: 
America  

What roles did 
women and African 

Americans have 
during the war? 
What changed in 
America by 1945? 

• I can describe what 
post-war prosperity 
was. 

• I can explain how 
people’s lives 
improved. I can give 
examples such as 
suburbs and consumer 
goods. 

Which option 
best explains 

post-war 
prosperity in 

America? 

‘Without the war, 
America would 

not have boomed 
again.’  

Argue in support 
of this statement 
– x2 paragraphs  

L2 
To understand 

the ways popular 
culture of the 

1950s developed  
 
 

Culture,  
Controversial, 

prosperity  
 

GCSE History: 
America 

Explain x3 features 
of popular culture in 

the 1920s  
 

• I can describe what 
popular culture of the 
1950s was like.  

• I can identify key 
features and changes 
of popular culture.  

• I can explain 1950s 
popular culture  

Which option 
best explains the 

changes to 
popular culture 
in the 1950s? 

Describe two 
features of 1950s 
culture (4 marks)  

 

L3  
To understand 

who Senator Joe 
McCarthy was 

and his 
importance  

Communism, 
McCarthyism, 

Fear 

GCSE History: 
America 

Source Task  • I can describe who 
McCarthy was. 

• I can explain what the 
Red Scare was. 

• I can explain how 
McCarthy caused fear 
in America. 

Which option 
best explains 

why McCarthy 
was influential in 

the 1950s? 

Describe how 
useful Source A is 

to an Historian 
studying 1950s 

America. Use the 
source and your 
own Knowledge.   



Holy Family Catholic School – Faculty of History                Autumn Term 1       Year 10 

L4  
 

To understand 
what McCarthy 
did during the 

50s 
 

Communism, 
McCarthyism, 

Fear 

GCSE History: 
America 

Give two actions 
taken by FDR to 
raise confidence in 
America People,  
Give two reasons 
for the crash of 
1929, Give two 
features of popular 
culture of the 1950s 

 

• I can explain what the 
second red scare was  

• I can describe the 
actions taken by 
McCarthy  

• I can explain the 
importance of 
McCarthy  

Which option 
best explains 

how McCarthy 
dealt with 

communists? 

Explain the 
importance of 

McCarthyism in 
causing the Red 

Scare in the 1950s 
(8 marks)  

 

L5  
 To understand 
the Jim Crow 

Laws 

Segregation, 
Discrimination, 

Racism 

GCSE History: 
America 

What was 
McCarthyism, and 
why were people 

afraid of 
communism? What 

problems still 
existed in America? 

• I can describe what Jim 
Crow Laws were. 

• I can explain how they 
affected African 
Americans. 

• I can explain why they 
were significant. 

Which option 
best explains the 

impact of Jim 
Crow Laws? 

In what ways 
were the lives of 

Americans 
affected by Jim 
Crow laws? (8 

marks)  

L6  
 

To understand 
the key 

developments of 
the civil rights 

movement   

Segregations, 
Movement, 
Contribute  

GCSE History: 
America 

What were Jim 
Crow Laws, and 

how did they affect 
people? What was 

segregation? 

• I can describe the key 
developments of the 
civil rights movement  

• I can explain how the 
event led to change 

• I can evaluate the 
success of the civil 
rights movement  

Which options 
gives two ways 
the civil rights 
campaigners 
challenged 

segregation? 

In what ways 
were the lives of 

Americans 
affected by civil 

rights movements 
of the 1950s? (8 

marks)  

L7  
To understand 
the events of 

Brown v Board of 
Education 

Segregation, 
Equality, 

Constitution 

GCSE History: 
America 

Give two examples 
of events from the 

civil rights 
movement, how did 

• I can describe the 
Brown v Board case. 

• I can explain the 
Supreme Court’s 
decision. 

Which option 
best explains the 

importance of 
Brown V Board? 

Explain why 
Brown vs Board 

was significant in 
the fight for Civil 

Rights 
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they lead to 
change?  

• I can explain why this 
case was significant. 

L8  
To understand 
the events of 

The 
Montgomery Bus 

Boycott and 
Little Rock 9.  

 

Boycott,  
 

GCSE History: 
America 

What was Brown V 
Board? 

 
Why is this 
significant? 

• I can describe the 
events of the 
Montgomery Bus 
Boycott and Little rock 
9.  

• I can explain cause, 
events and 
consequences.  

• I can evaluate the 
impact of both events.  

Which option 
best explains the 
consequences of 

The 
Montgomery 
bus boycott? 

Explain why LR9 
and the MBB were 
significant in the 

fight for Civil 
Rights 

L9  
To understand 

the impact 
Martin Luther 

King Jr.  

Peaceful 
protest,  

Washington 
March  

GCSE History: 
America 

Explain the 
significance of;  

- Brown V 
Board  

- Montgomery 
Bus Boycott  

- Little Rock 9  

• I can describe the core 
beliefs of MLK  

• I can explain MLKs 
contribution to the civil 
rights movement  

• I can evaluate the 
impact of MLK  

Which options 
best explain the 
impact of MLK? 

In what ways was 
the Civil Rights 

movement 
shaped by MLK (8 

marks)  

L10  
To understand 
the significance 
of Malcolm X 
and the Black 
Power 
movement 

 

Black 
Panthers,  
Nation of 

Islam  

GCSE History: 
America 

Identify 3 key 
differences 

between MLK and 
MX  

• I can describe the 
beliefs of Malcom x  

• I can explain the aims 
of the Black Power 
movement  

• I can compare MLK and 
MX  

Which options 
best explain the 

actions of 
Malcom X and 

the Black power 
movement? 

Explain why 
Malcolm X and 
the BPM were 

significant in the 
fight for Civil 

Rights 

L11 
To understand 
why the race 

Riot,  
Consequences  

GCSE History: 
America 

Immigration in the 
1920s 

 

• I can explain why there 
was racial tension  

Which option 
best explains the 
events of Selma? 

Explain why the 
SELMA march was 
significant in the 
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riots and the 
SELMA march 
happened 

 

• I can describe the 
events of the SELMA 
march  

• I can identify key 
changes  

fight for Civil 
Rights 

L12 
To understand 
the social 
policies 
introduced by 
President 
Kennedy 

 

New Frontier  
Policy  

Effectiveness  
 

GCSE History: 
America 

X5 facts about 
Popular Culture in 

the 1950s 
 

• I can describe what the 
‘New Frontier’ is  

• I can identify successes 
and failures of 
Kennedys policy  

• I can assess the impact 
of the New Frontier  

Which option 
best explains the 
key points of the 

New Frontier? 

In what ways 
were the lives of 

Americans 
affected by 
Kennedy’s 

policies? (8 marks) 

L13  
To understand 
the development 
of social policies 
under President 
Johnson 

 

Great society  
Compare  

Policy  
Effectiveness  

GCSE History: 
America 

Study the source. • I can define ‘Great 
society’  

• I can compare the 
Policies of Kennedy 
and Johnson  

• I can evaluate the 
impact of those 
policies  

Which option 
best explains the 
key points of the 

great society? 
 

In what ways 
were the lives of 

Americans 
affected by 

Johnson’s policies 
(8 marks) 

L14 
 
To understand 
the position of 
women in the 
1960s and why 
the Feminist 
movement 
began  

Unequal  
Discrimination  
Constitutional 
Amendment  

GCSE History: 
America 

Negatives/ social 
problems in the 

1920s 
Give 5 points 

 

• I can explain the 
position of women 
after WW2  

• I can describe the Bill 
of Rights  

• I can explain the Aims 
of the Feminist 
Movement  

Which option 
best explains 

why the feminist 
movement 

began? 

Describe two 
problems faced by 
American women 

in the 1960s (4 
marks) 
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L15  
To understand 
the importance 
of the feminist 

movement  

Impact 
Contraception  

 

GCSE History: 
America 

X3 points about the 
role of women in 
1950/60s 

• To explain the feminist 
movement  

• To explain the impact 
of the Equal Rights Act  

• To explain the 
significance of Roe V 
Wade  

Which option 
best explains the 

impact of the 
feminist 

movement? 

In what ways 
were the lives of 

Americans 
affected by the 

Feminist 
movement? 
 (8 marks) 

L16 
 

To understand 
the opposition 

towards the 
feminist 

movement  
 

Opposition  
Feminism  

Traditional 
values  

 

GCSE History: 
America 

Policies of Kennedy 
& Johnson  
x 5 points 

 

• I can identify reasons 
for opposition to the 
feminist movement 

• I can explain why 
different groups would 
challenge the Feminist 
movement   

• I can explain the 
importance of the 
STOP ERA movement  

 

Which option 
best explains 

why there was 
opposition to 
the feminist 
movement? 

Explain the 
opposition to the 

feminist 
movement  

 


