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Learning Intention Vocab Concept Retrieval Success Criteria Red Zone 

W1 L1  
To understand how 

the Romans 
changed Britain 

Roman Empire 
Aqueducts 

change and continuity 
significance 

-  • I can understand why the 
Romans came to Britain  
• I can explain the new 
technology and items that the 
Romans brought  

Describe two changes the Romans made 
to Britain 

 
 

W1 L2  
To understand how 
England changed 
under the Saxons   

Anglo-Saxon 
Sutton Hoo 

change and continuity 
cause and consequence 
similarity and difference 

Romans  • I can explain what life was like 
in the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms 
• I can use the findings of Sutton 
Hoo to explain Anglo-Saxon life  
• I can compare Saxon rule to 
Roman governance 

Explain what Sutton Hoo tells us about 
life under the Saxons 

 
 

 

W2 L3  
To understand how 
England changed 
under the Vikings  

 

Invasion 
Danelaw 
Vikings 
Monks 

Warriors 
Raid 

cause and consequence 
change and continuity 

similarity and difference 

Romans  
Saxons 

• I can identify reasons for 
Viking raids and settlement 
• I can explain the features of 
Viking life  
• I can compare Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon societies 

Describe what life was like under the 
Vikings 

W3 L4  
To understand 

what Britain was 
like pre-1066 

 

Normans change and continuity 
historical evidence 

Saxons  
Vikings 

• I can describe why Britain was 
attractive to invaders pre-1066  
• I can explain which groups 
were a threat to Britain pre-
1066  
 

Explain the key features of Britain pre-
1066 

W3 L5  
To analyse 

interpretations 
about pre 1066 

Britain 

Interpretation 
Evidence 

interpretations 
evidence 

Saxons  
Vikings  

Pre-1066 
 

• I can describe different 
interpretations of pre-1066 
Britain 
• I can analyse how evidence 
supports these interpretations 

Which interpretation is more convincing 
about life pre-1066? 
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• I can match these 
interpretations to my own 
historical knowledge  

W4 L6  
To understand the 
four claimants to 

the throne of 
England in 1066  

 
 

Succession 
Monarchy 
Claimant 

Legitimacy 
Throne 

cause and consequence 
significance 

Romans  
Vikings  

Pre-1066, 
Anglo-
Saxons 

• I can identify the four 
claimants to the English throne 
• I can explain each claimant’s 
justification for their claim  
• I can assess who had the 
strongest claim and why 

Explain who had the best claim to the 
throne in 1066 

 
 
 
 

W5 L7  
To describe what 
happened during 

the Battle of 
Stamford Bridge 

Stamford 
Bridge 
Tactics 

cause and consequence 
historical narrative 

Claimants 
to the 
throne 

Pre 1066 
Anglo-
Saxons 

• I can describe the events of 
the Battle of Stamford Bridge 
• I can explain how Godwinson’s 
army won the battle 
• I can assess the consequences 
of the victory for Godwinson 

“The main reason Godwinson won was 
because he managed to march to the 

North quickly” 
 

How far do you agree with this 
statement? 

W5 L8  
To describe the 

events of the Battle 
of Hastings 

Battle tactics 
Shield wall 

Cavalry 
Strategy 

Leadership 
Bayeux 

Tapestry 

cause and consequence 
significance 

Stamford 
Bridge  
Vikings 
Anglo-
Saxons 

• I can describe the sequence of 
events at the Battle of Hastings 
in chronological order 
• I can explain the tactics used 
by both armies 
• I can assess the significance of 
the Norman victory 

Write an account of the Battle of 
Hastings 
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W6 L9  
To understand why 
Godwinson lost the 
Battle of Hastings 

Fyrd Peasants 
Housecarls 
Shield wall  

cause and consequence 
interpretations 

Vikings  
Stamford 

Bridge 
Battle of 
Hastings 

• I can identify key reasons why 
Godwinson lost 
• I can explain the role of tactics 
in Godwinson’s defeat 
• I can evaluate different 
interpretations of the defeat 

“The main reason Godwinson lost was 
because of Norman tactics” 

 
How far do you agree with this 

statement? 

W7 L10  
To understand how 
castles were used 

by William for 
defence 

Fortification 
Control  

Motte and 
bailey 

significance 
historical evidence 

Battle of 
Hastings  
Normans  
Pre-1066  

• I can identify features of motte 
and bailey castles 
• I can explain how castles 
helped William control England, 
including securing the Welsh 
borders 
• I can assess the importance of 
castles in establishing Norman 
rule 

What does Source A show us about 
William’s use of castles for defence? 

(Cardiff castle) 

W7 L11 
To evaluate how 

the Norman 
Conquest changed 
England socially, 
politically, and 

culturally 
 

Conquest 
Change  
Society 

Law 
 Culture 

Domesday 
Book 

change and continuity 
cause and consequence 

significance 
similarity and difference 

Castles  
Battle of 
Hastings 
Anglo-
Saxons 

• I can describe changes 
introduced by the Normans 
• I can explain the impact on 
society, politics, and culture 
• I can evaluate how far England 
was transformed by 1100 

Describe life in Norman England 
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W8 L12 
To analyse different 

historical 
Interpretations on 

the Norman 
Invasion 

Interpretation 
Bias 

Historian 
Source 

Evidence 

interpretations 
evidence 

significance 
similarity and difference 

Castles 
Stamford 

Bridge 
Vikings 

• I can describe how historians 
interpret the Norman Conquest 
• I can explain why 
interpretations differ 
• I can evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses of different 
views and match these to my 
historical knowledge  

Which interpretation is more convincing 
about the Norman invasion? 


