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Learning Intention Vocab Concept Retrieval Success Criteria Red Zone 

W1 L1 
To understand Catholic 

beliefs about the 
origin of the universe 

 

Omnipotence 
Creation ex nihilo 

Imago Dei 
Revelation 

Stewardship 
Transcendence 

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What do we know 
already about 

Catholic beliefs 
on the creation of 

the world? 

• I can explain what 
creation ex nihilo 
means and why it's 
important in 
Catholic teaching. 

• I can describe what 
St Augustine says in 
Confessions XII, 7 
about how God 
created the 
universe 

 
 

 
Describe St Augustine’s teaching about the origin of the 

universe. [5] (Summer 2019) 

W1 L2 
To understand the 

differences between 
Fundamentalist and 

Catholic views on 
creation using Genesis 

1  

Fundamentalist  
Creationist  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is ex nihilo? 
 
Who did St 
Augustine say 
made the 
Universe? 
 
How was the 
world created?  

 

• I can identify 
beliefs of Catholics 
and 
Fundamentalist 
Christians about 
the origin of the 
universe 

• I can explain 
similarities and 
differences 
between these 
views 

 

Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or 
TWO Christian traditions, beliefs about the origin of the 

universe. (8) 

W1 L3 
To understand and 

identify Jewish 
teachings about the 

creation of the world   

Judaism  
Modeh ani  

Shabbat 
Rosh Hashanah  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain two 
passages from 
Genesis that 
explain creation  

• I can make 
comparisons 
between Catholic 
and Jewish 
teachings about 
the origin of the 
world  

 
Explain in Judaism and a Christian tradition, how the 

Creation accounts in Genesis are interpreted. [8] 2020 
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• I can apply key 
Jewish terminology 
correctly  

 
W2 L1 

To explain non-
religious views about 

the origin of the 
universe 

Big Bang Theory  
Evolution  

Natural Selection  
Theistic Evolution  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What does St 
Augustine teach 
about the origin 
of the world  
 
Explain one 
difference 
between Catholic 
and 
Fundamentalist 
views on creation  

• I can explain what the 
Big Bang Theory is  

• I can explain the theory 
of Evolution using an 
example from Darwin 

• I can correctly structure 
a 15 mark answer with 
a ‘chain of thought’ 
throughout to support 
my answer  

“Non-religious views give a better explanation for the 
creation of the universe than religious beliefs.” 

 
Discuss this statement. In your answer you should: 

Refer to non-religious views, such as scientific 
explanations (e.g. the Big Bang Theory) and 

philosophical views (e.g. Humanism, Atheism). 
Refer to religious beliefs about the creation of the 
universe. Reach a justified conclusion. [15 marks] 

 
W2 L2  

To compare and 
contrast Catholic and 

non-religious 
teachings about the 
origin of the world  

 
 
 

Atheism  
Humanism  

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain one 
difference 
between Catholic 
and 
Fundamentalist 
views on creation  
 
To explain one 
key Jewish 
teaching about 
the origins of the 
world  
 
 
 

• I can outline 
Humanist views 
about the origin of 
the world  

• I can make 
comparisons 
between Catholic 
and non religious 
views with 
reference to John 
Paul II about the 
origin of the world  

‘The Theory of Evolution is the best explanation for the 
origin of humans.’ 

 
Discuss this statement showing that you have 

considered more than one point of view. 
(You must refer to religious and non-religious beliefs, 

such as those held by Humanists  
and Atheists, in your answer.) [15] 2019 
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W3 L1  
To be able to explain 
Catholic beliefs and 
teaching about the 

sanctity of life  
 
 
 

Imago Dei 
Sanctity of Life 
Human Dignity  

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain what the 
Big Bang Theory 
is  
 
Explain the 
theory of 
Evolution 
 
 

 

• I can explain how 
Human life is 
special  

• I can explain the 
teachings of St 
Catherine of Siena 
taught about being 
made in the image 
of God  

Describe St Catherine of Siena’s teaching about being 
made in the image of God. [5] 2018  

 

W3 L2  
To be able to explain 

the UK law on 
abortion  

 
 
 

Abortion  
Imago Dei  

Sanctity of Life 
Conscience  

Pro-Life  
Pro-Choice 

Foetus  
 

 
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 
 

Explain St 
Catherine of 
Siena’s teachings 
on being made in 
the image of God 

•  I can outline the 
UK law on abortion  

• I can identify 
arguments in 
favour and against 
abortion  

Explain the viewpoint of UK law on abortion [8] (Not a 
previous exam question) 

 
 
 
 

W3 L3 
To compare and 

contrast Christian and 
Catholic views on 

abortion  
 
 
 
 

Abortion  
Imago Dei  

Sanctity of Life 
Conscience  

Pro-Life  
Pro-Choice 

Foetus  
Double Effect  

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 
 

Explain three key 
points about UK 
law on abortion  
 
What do doctors 
have to agree on 
for an abortion to 
take place?  

• I can outline 
Catholic teachings 
on abortion  

• I can outline the 
doctrine of Double 
Effect 

 
 
 

Explain the Catholic and Christian beliefs about 
abortion. [8] 2019 
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W4 L1 

To explain Jewish and 
Humanist views on the 

value of life and 
abortion  

Abortion  
Image of G-d  

Pikuach nefesh 
Sanctity of Life 

Conscience  
Pro-Life  

Pro-Choice 
Foetus  

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What does 
Genesis say about 
the origins of the 
world?  
 
Explain one key 
Jewish teaching 
about the origins 
of the world  
 

• I can explain Jewish 
teachings on 
abortion and  
Pikuach nefesh 

• I can explain Peter 
Singer’s views on 
human life  

Describe Peter Singer’s views on the value of Human life 
[5] (Not a previous exam question) 

 

W4 L2  
To explain what the 

two Genesis accounts 
tell us about God and 

human beings  

Immanent 
Transcendent  
Omnipotent  
Omniscient  

 
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain one 
Catholic teaching 
on abortion  
 
Explain one 
Christian teaching 
on abortion  
 
Explain one 
Jewish teaching 
on abortion  
 
Explain one 
Humanist 
teaching on 
abortion  

• I can explain the 
two accounts of 
creation in Genesis  

• I can analyse what 
these accounts 
mean and how 
they link to key 
concepts  

“Genesis helps Christians to understand what God is 
like” [15] (From textbook) 
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W5 L1  
To explain Catholic 

beliefs about humans 
and their relationship 

with creation  

Stewardship  
Justice  

Encyclical  
Laudato Si  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is ex nihilo? 
 
Who did St 
Augustine say 
made the 
Universe? 
 
How was the 
world created?  
 

• I can explain why it 
is important to care 
for creation  

• I can explain why 
Catholics believe it 
is important to 
preserve the planet  

Describe Catholic attitudes about caring for the planet. 
[5] 2022 

W5 L2 
To understand why 

Humanists and Jews 
believe it is important 
to preserve the planet  

Stewardship  
Justice  

Encyclical  
Mitzvot  

Tikkum Olam  
Speciesism  

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain Humanist 
views about the 
origin of the 
world  
 

• I can explain about 
‘good without God’  

• I can explain what 
speciesism is  

• I can explain Jewish 
teachings on the 
environment with 
reference to 
Tikkum Olam and 
Mitzvot   

 
Explain from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or 

two Christian traditions, beliefs about caring for the 
environment. [8] 2019 

W5 L3  
To understand the 

Catholic teachings on 
the Nature of 

Revelation and 
Inspiration  

Nature of 
Revelation 
Inspiration 

Oral Tradition  
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain two 
passages from 
Genesis that 
explain creation 

• I can explain 
Catholic teachings 
on how the Bible 
shows Revelation  

• I can explain why 
God reveals 
Himself to 
Christians  

Explain how God reveals Himself to Christians [8] (Not a 
previous exam question) 
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W6 L1  
To understand how 
Catholics and other 
Christians interpret 

the Bible  

Revelation 
Inspiration 
Catechism  

Magisterium  
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is the 
Nature of 
Revelation? 
 
What is 
Inspiration?  
 
Why do Jews 
believe we should 
preserve the 
planet? 

• I can explain how 
Catholics would 
interpret the 
Genesis account 
and reflect on 
modern day issues  

“All scripture is inspired by God”  
2 Timothy 3:16  

Discuss this quotation making reference to two 
perspectives [15] (From textbook)  

 
 

W6 L2 
To understand and 

analyse the meaning 
of Michelangelo’s 

Creation of Adam in 
the Sistine Chapel  

Sistine Chapel  
Vatican  

Omnipotent  
Omnipresent  
Transcendent  

Imminent  
Imago Dei  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is Imago 
Dei 
 
Explain St 
Catherine of 
Siena’s teachings 
on being made in 
the image of God 

• I can explain how 
the Creation of 
Adam expresses 
Catholic beliefs 
about creation, 
God and human 
beings  

Describe two Catholic beliefs about God that are shown 
in Michelangelo’s ‘Creation of Adam’. [5] 2020/2025 

 
 

W7 L1 
To understand and 

analyse the meaning 
of the Tree of Life apse 

mosaic  

Alpha and Omega  
Chi Rho  

Evangelist  
Apostles  

Apse  
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain three key 
points about UK 
law on abortion  
 
Explain Humanist 
views about the 
origin of the 
world  
 
 

• I can explain how 
the Tree of Life 
mosaic expresses 
Catholic beliefs 
about creation, 
God and human 
beings 

• I can discuss 
specific symbols 
and images in the 
Tree of Life mosaic 

Describe what two of the symbols in the ‘Tree of Life’ 
apse mosaic in St Clemente in Rome represent. [5] 2018  
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W7 W2 
To understand the 

influence of Imago Dei  
on Catholic social 

teachings and human 
rights 

Human Rights 
Imago Dei  

Human dignity  
Sanctity of life 
Common Good  

Solidarity  
Subsidiarity  

 
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Who did St 
Augustine say 
made the 
Universe? 
 
Explain one 
Christian teaching 
on abortion  
 
Explain one 
Jewish teaching 
on abortion  
 

• I can explain the 
use of Imago Dei 
and Catholic 
teachings on 
justice, peace and 
reconciliation in 
reference to 
human rights  

• I can analyse 
extracts of 
Gaudium et Spes 
29 and 78  

Describe what ‘Gaudium et Spes’ teaches about peace 
[5] 2020/2024 

 
 

W7 L3 
To explain how Britain 
became a multi-faith 

society  

Religious Pluralism  
Scapegoat  

Persecution  
Interfaith dialogue 

Common Good  
Imago Dei  

Immigration  
Multi-Ethnic  

  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

‘Peace is not 
merely the 
absence of war’  
Gaudium et Spes 
– What does this 
quote mean?  

• I can explain the 
religious makeup of 
Britain  

• I can explain 
advantages and 
disadvantages of 
living in a multi-
faith society  

 
Describe the role of the Catholic Church in inter-faith 

dialogue. [5] 2021 

W7 W3 
RSHE 

Imago Dei 
Dignity 
Respect 

RSHE – Ten 
Ten life to 

the full 

N/A N/A N/A 
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W8 L1  
To explain how 
Catholics work 

through interfaith 
dialogue to promote 

respect and tolerance  

Respect  
Tolerance 

Interfaith dialogue  
Religious Pluralism  

Persecution  
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

‘If you want to 
make peace with 
your enemy, you 
have to work with 
your enemy then 
he becomes your 
partner’ Nelson 
Mandela 
How do Catholics 
interpret this?  

• I can describe what 
interfaith dialogue 
is and how this 
reflects Britain 
today 

“All believers, those who seek God and all people of 
good will, without religious affilation are equal in 

dignity’ Pope Francis, 2019  
Discuss this statement showing that you have 

considered two different points of view making sure you 
make reference to non-religious views [15] (Textbook) 

 
 

W8 L2 
To explain how CAFOD 

supports Catholic 
beliefs about the 
dignity of human 

beings 

Charity 
Dignity  

Imago Dei  
Sanctity of life 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What did Pope 
John Paul II say 
about the origin 
of the world? 
 
Explain what the 
Big Bang Theory 
is  
 

• I can explain how 
CAFOD utilises 
Catholic beliefs in 
practice  

• I can explain how 
CAFOD 
demonstrates the 
importance of 
loving one’s 
neighbour  

• I can discuss a case 
study relating to 
CAFOD’s work  

Describe two ways in which the work of Cafod reflects 
Catholic teaching about human dignity [5] 2019 

 
 


