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Learning Intention Vocab Concept Retrieval Success Criteria Red Zone 

W1 L1 
To understand the 

Year 8 Religious 
Education programme 

& classroom 
expectations 

 

Resilience 
Dignity 

Imago Dei  
 

Creation & 
Covenant 

How should we 
behave in lessons 
and present our 

work? 

• I can explain the 
expectations of a 
Holy Family learner. 

 

N/A 

W1 L2 
To explore the story of 

the Fall in Genesis 3  

Fundamentalist  
Creationist  

Genesis 
Responsibility 

Sin 
Fall 

Freedom 

Creation & 
Covenant  

 

How was the 
world created?  
 
What theories do 
you already know 
about the 
creation of the 
world and 
humans? 

 

• I can identify 
beliefs of Catholics 
around the Genesis 
3 account of the 
Fall.  

• I can explain what 
freedom is.  

• I can use a ‘chain of 
thought’ to 
respond to 
quotation 
questions.  

Discern - ‘The serpent is responsible for the first sin’ Do 
you agree? Give reasons for your answer. 

W1 L3 
To consider what the 

story of the Fall in 
Genesis 3 might mean 

to Catholics   

Original Sin 
Concupiscence 

Free Will 
Moral Actions   

Metaphor 

Creation & 
Covenant  

What is Imago 
Dei? 
 
What happens in 
the Fall?    

• I can identify the 
importance of the 
Fall for Catholics 

• I can explain how 
Catholics interpret 
the Fall.  

 
Discern ‘The story of the Fall gives a good explanation 
for why there is sin in the world’ Do you agree? Give 

reasons for your answer  
 

 

 
W2 L1 

To explore what Sin is 

Sin 
Imago Dei 

Dignity   
Baptism  

Creation & 
Covenant  

What happens in 
the Genesis 1 
account of 
creation? 
 
What happens in 
the Genesis 2 

• I can explain what 
original sin is. 

• I can outline what 
personal sin is.  

• I can identify the 
evidence for original 

sin. 

Discern – ‘Original Sin is the only doctrine for which 
there is evidence’ Give at least one argument to agree 

and one argument to disagree, including a Catholic 
response. For each argument assess the strengths and 

weaknesses of this point of view.  
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account of 
creation? 
 
 

 
W2 L2  

To explore why Gods 
commands are so 

important. 
 
 
 

Covenant 
Sinai Covenant 

Decalogue  
Commandments  

 

Creation & 
Covenant  

What is Free Will? 
 
What is Original 
Sin?  
 
Why are morals 
important? 
 
 
 

• I can outline what 
the Decalogue is. 

• I can explain what 
the Sinai Covenant 
is and its 
importance today.   

Respond  – What is the most important commandment 
to follow in life? Why have you chosen it? Give reasons 
for your answer making sure you include reference to 

other commandments.   

W3 L1  
To explore whether 

the Ten 
Commandments are 

relevant rules to 
follow today.  

 
 
 

Covenant 
Decalogue 

Commandments 
 
 

Creation & 
Covenant  

When do 
Catholics believe 
life begins? 
 
What do Catholics 
and 
Fundamentalists 
believe about the 
origin of the 
world? 
 
 
 
 

 

• I can compare and 
contrast arguments 
about the 
relevance of the 
Decalogue for 
Christians today. 

• I can create a ‘chain 
of thought’ within 
my answer for the 
respond questions. 

Respond – ‘Rules are a necessary part of freedom’. Give 
at least one argument to agree and one argument to 

disagree with this statement, including a Catholic 
response. For each argument, assess the strengths and 

weaknesses of this point of view.   
 



Holy Family Catholic School – Faculty of Religious Education     Autumn Half-Term 1 (Advent)        Year 8  

Learning Intention Vocab Concept Retrieval Success Criteria Red Zone 

W3 L2  
To explore what the 

conscience is and why 
Catholics feel it is 

important to obey it.   
 
 
 

Conscience 
Imago Dei  
Catechism   

 
 

 

Creation & 
Covenant  

 

What is the 
Decalogue?  
 
What is the 
Magisterium? 
 

• I can explain what a 
conscience is for 
Catholics  

• I can identify how 
you inform your 
conscience.  

Understand – Explain Catholic beliefs about conscience, 
making sure you include a SOWA to support your 

answer. 
 
 
 
 

W3 L3 
To outline what 
happens in the 

Sacrament of Baptism  
 
 
 
 

Imago Dei 
Baptism  

Original Sin  
Sacrament 

 
 

Creation & 
Covenant  

 

What is original 
sin? 
 
What is a 
sacrament? 
 
Why do Catholics 
have sacraments? 

• I can explain the 
origins and effects 
of the Sacrament 
of Baptism for 
Catholics.   

• I can outline the 
signs and symbols 
of the Sacrament.  

 
 
 

Discern – Do you think Baptism is necessary to be close 
to God? Give reasons for your opinion as well as a 

reason why someone might disagree with you.   
 

 

 
W4 L1 

To consider whether 
Baptism is for babies 

or believers.   

Imago Dei 
Sanctity of Life 

Sacrament 
Original Sin  

Believers Baptism 
Eastern Orthodox 

Creation & 
Covenant  

What is free will? 
 
What is the 
sanctity of life? 
 
What is Imago 
Dei?   
 

• I can explain what 
Baptism achieves. 

• I can compare and 
contrast different 
views about 
Baptism for 
Christians.   

Respond – Do you think its right that adults should 
make decision about the religion of their child? Give 

reasons for your answer.  
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W4 L2  
To consider how the 
message of the Good 

Samaritan guides 
people today to love 

their neighbour.   

Imago Dei 
Sanctity of Life 

Conscience  
Ritually impure 

Commandments  
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain one 
Catholic teaching 
on Baptism   
 
Explain what 
human dignity is  

• I can explain the 
key message of the 
Parable of the 
Good Samaritan  

• I can explain how 
the Jesus’ teaching 
of ‘Love thy 
neighbour’ can be 
lived out today.  

Discern – ‘Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan isnt 
relevant any more’ What would a Catholic want to say 
about this? What would someone who disagrees with 

them say and why? 

W5 L1  
To consider how the 
message of Fratelli 
Tutti guides people 
today to love their 

neighbour.  

Imago Dei 
Respect 
Dignity 

Fratelli Tutti 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is a 
covenant? 
 
What was the 
Sinai Covenant? 
 
Why is the 
Decalogue 
important today?  

• I can explain key 
points from Fratelli 
Tutti  

• I can identify the 
ethical challenges 
that love of 
neighbour can pose 
today.   

Understand – Explain what Pope Francis means when 
he says we should treat everyone like brothers and 
sisters in Fratelli Tutti. Why is this important for the 

world today? 

W5 L2 
To consider how 
Moses has been 
depicted in Art. 

Promised Land 
Covenant 

Icon  
 
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain the 
difference 
between 
believers’ baptism 
and baptism. 

• I can explain make 
comparisons 
between different 
depictions of 
Moses in Art.  

• I can identify key 
ideas in David 
Courlander and St 
Catherines Icon.   

Respond – Choose one of the artworks from today 
(Courtlander and St Catherines icon). Does it inspire you 
to follow Gods commandments in your life? Why or why 

not? 
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W5 L3  

To investigate Sophie 
Scholl and the White 

Rose Movement. 

Quakers 
Sanctity of Life 
Conscientious 

Objector 
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain two 
passages from 
Genesis that 
explain creation 
of humans and 
the origins of the 
world. 

• I can explain what a 
conscientious 
objector is.  

• I can explain what 
the White Rose 
Movement did and 
why.   

Discern – ‘Sophie Scholl’s life and actions demonstrated 
her belief that a person’s conscience cannot be ignored’ 
To what extent do you agree with this statement? Give 

reasons for your answer.   

W6 L1 
To explore why it is 
important to have 

morals 

Moral 
Ethics 

Imago Dei 
Respect 

Tolerance 
Dignity 

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is a 
conscientious 
objector? 
 
What is free will?  
 

• I can explain what 
morals are.  

• I can give examples 
of CST. 

• I can answer an 
explain question 
using SOWA to 
support my points. 

Understand - Explain how morals help to promote living 
a good life. Make sure that you give at least 4 ways and 

add a SOWA to support your answer. 
 

W6 L2 
To identify why it is 

important to be 
virtuous 

 

Virtue 
Moral 
Ethics 

Respect 
Tolerance 

Dignity  
Perseverance 

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

What are morals? 
 
Explain Catholic 
teachings on 
‘Imago Dei’. 

• I can explain the 
importance of 
Virtues. 

• I can explain how 
to be virtuous with 
examples in school 
life. 

Understand - Explain what virtues are and give 
examples of how people can show virtues in their 

everyday lives. 
 

W7 L1 
To describe the 

religious and cultural 
significance of Šaštín-

Stráže 

Basilica  
Pilgrimage  
Our Lady of 

Sorrows  
Patroness  

Shrine  
Feast Day  
Devotion  
Tradition  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Why do people 
get Baptised? 
 
What is a 
Sacrament?  
 

• I can explain the 
religious 
significance of 
Sastin-Straze for 
Catholics. 

• I can explain how it 
links to Our Lady of 
Sorrows.  

Understand - Explain why Šaštín-Stráže is an important 
place of pilgrimage in Slovakia and how it is connected 

to Our Lady of Sorrows. 
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National 
Significance 

 
 

W7 L2 

To investigate the 

history and 
significance of Our 

Lady of Częstochowa, 

Icon  
Pilgrimage  

Shrine  
Miracle  

Monastery  
Jasna Góra  
Devotion  
Patroness  

National Identity  
Veneration 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What happens in 
Genesis 1? 
 
What happens in 
Genesis 2? 
 
What is Sanctity 
of life? 
 

• I can explain the 
history and 
significance of Our 
Lady of 
Czestochowa 

• I can explain why 
she is an important 
symbol of faith and 
national identity 
for the Polish 
people 

Respond – Why do you think Our Lady of Częstochowa 
has become such an important symbol for the Polish 

people, both in their faith and in their national identity? 
 
 

W7 L3 
RSHE 

Imago Dei 
Dignity 
Respect 

RSHE – Ten 
Ten life to 

the full 

N/A N/A N/A 


