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Learning Intention Vocab Concept Retrieval Success Criteria Red Zone 

W1 L1 
To understand the 

Year 9 Religious 
Education programme 

& classroom 
expectations 

 

Resilience 
Dignity 

Imago Dei  
 

Creation & 
Covenant 

How should we 
behave in lessons 
and present our 

work? 

• I can explain the 
expectations of a 
Holy Family learner. 

 

 

W1 L2 
To understand what 
the Genesis stories 
teach us about how 
special human life is.  

Fundamentalist  
Creationist  

Genesis 

Creation & 
Covenant  

 

How was the 
world created?  
 
What theories do 
you already know 
about the 
creation of the 
world and 
humans? 

 

• I can identify 
beliefs of Catholics 
around the Genesis 
creation accounts.  

• I can explain what 
Imago Dei is.  

• I can use a ‘chain of 
thought’ to 
respond to 
quotation 
questions.  

Discern - ‘Humans are God’s most important creation’ 
How far do you agree the accounts in Genesis 1 & 2 
support this statement? Give reasons to agree and 

disagree, using quotations from the Genesis accounts to 
support your ideas. (textbook pg 11) 

W1 L3 
To identify why 

Catholics believe it is 
important that 

humans are created in 
Gods image and 

likeness.   

Relational 
Volitional 
Rational 

Imago Dei   

Creation & 
Covenant  

Explain how 
Genesis teaches 
us that human life 
is special.   

• I can identify the 
importance of 
Imago Dei for 
Catholics in 
everyday life. 

• I can apply 
quotations from 
the Catechism to 
explain teachings 
on Imago Dei 

 
Discern ‘The World would be a better place if everyone 
remembered that humans are created Imago Dei’ How 
far do you agree with this statement? What would the 
Catholic view be? Give reasons to explain your ideas.  
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Learning Intention Vocab Concept Retrieval Success Criteria Red Zone 

 
W2 L1 

To explore how 
Catholics discern what 

morality is and why 
they believe moral 

choices matter 

Moral  
Ethic 

Human person 
Imago Dei 

Dignity   

Creation & 
Covenant  

What happens in 
the Genesis 1 
account of 
creation? 
 
What happens in 
the Genesis 2 
account of 
creation? 
 
 

• I can explain what 
morality is. 

• I can outline the 
three ways the 
Catechism guides 
Catholics to act in a 
moral way. 

Respond – Think of a time when you faced a moral 
decision (real or made up). Using the three points on 
morality outlined on pg 15, assess how good or bad 

your decision was. Do you think these points could be 
useful to your future decisions? 

 
W2 L2  

To explore Catholic 
beliefs about the 

Sanctity of Life and life 
beginning at 
conception 

 
 
 

Imago Dei  
Dignity 
Respect 

Sanctity of Life  
 

Creation & 
Covenant  

Explain one 
difference 
between Catholic 
and 
Fundamentalist 
views on creation  
 
Why are morals 
important? 
 
 
 

• I can outline what 
the Sanctity of life 
is.   

• I can make 
comparisons 
between when 
Catholics believe 
life begins and 
other Non-Catholic 
views.  

Discern – ‘Human life begins at conception. Therefore, 
abortion is always wrong’ Give at least one argument to 

agree and one argument to disagree with this 
statement. Include a Catholic response where you 

discuss the belief in Imago Dei. Evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses of each argument and reach a final 

judgement.  

W3 L1  
To explore why the 

dignity of the human 
body is particularly 

important when 
considering sexual 

relationships. 
 

Imago Dei 
Sanctity of Life 

Marriage 
Inalienable dignity 

 

Creation & 
Covenant  

When do 
Catholics believe 
life begins? 
 
Explain a non-
religious theory 
about the origin 
of the world.  
 

• I can explain why 
marriage is an 
important 
sacrament for 
Catholics 

• I can explain the 
teaching of the 
Bible on inalienable 
dignity. 

Respond – Do you think it is important to believe that 
humans have inalienable dignity? Why?  
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W3 L2  
To explore what 
Catholics believe 
about marriage  

 
 
 

Marriage 
Sacrament 

Vows 
Matrimony 
Permanent 
Exclusive  

 
 

 

Creation & 
Covenant  

 

Explain what 
Human Dignity is 
and why it is 
important to 
Catholics 

• I can explain the 
importance 
marriage being 
exclusive, life-
giving and 
permanent.  

• I can identify key 
religious teachings 
on the Sacrament 
of Marriage.  

Discern – ‘No one can promise to be married for life’ 
Present arguments for and against this statement 

include what a Catholic view is. Evaluate the strengths & 
weaknesses of the arguments and reach a conclusion. 

 
 
 
 

W3 L3 
To outline what 
happens in the 
Sacrament of 
Matrimony  

 
 
 
 

Imago Dei 
Matrimony 
Sacrament 

 
 

Creation & 
Covenant  

 

What is 
marriage? 
 
What is a 
sacrament? 
 
Why do Catholics 
have sacraments? 

• I can explain the 
origins of the 
Sacrament of 
Marriage with 
reference to 
Genesis.   

• I can outline the 
part of the 
Sacrament, giving 
some detail.  

 
 
 

Respond – Do you think that preparing for Marriage is 
important? Give reasons for your opinion.  

 
 

 
W4 L1 

To explore what In 
Vitro fertilisation is.   

Imago Dei 
Sanctity of Life 

Conscience  
Pro-Life  
Foetus  

 

Creation & 
Covenant  

How is marriage 
exclusive? 
 
What is a 
Fundamentalist?  
 

• I can explain what 
IVF is and why 
people undertake 
it. 

• I can identify 
different views 
about IVF  

Respond – what is your view about the use of IVF?  
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W4 L2  
To explain the ethical 
implications of IVF in 

relation to the belief in 
the Sanctity of life.   

Imago Dei 
Sanctity of Life 

Conscience  
Pro-Life  
Foetus  
Ethical  

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain one 
Catholic teaching 
on human life.  
 
Explain one 
Catholic teaching 
on marriage  
 
Explain what 
human dignity is  

• I can explain 
Donum Vitae 
approach towards 
IVF. 

• I can analyse 
different responses 
to IVF and reach a 
justified conclusion 
through a ‘chain of 
thought’  

• I can refer to a case 
study on IVF 
children to outline 
my perspectives.  

Discern – Do you think the benefits that a ‘saviour 
sibling’ can bring outweigh the risks of any potential 
harm to that sibling? Give reasons for your answer, 

showing you have a ‘chain of thought’ to explain your 
views. 

W5 L1  
To consider how art 

can be an expression 
of creation Imago Dei.   

Creation ex Nihilo 
Imago Dei 
Respect 
Dignity 

Catechism  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is ex nihilo? 
 
Who did St 
Augustine say 
made the 
Universe? 
 
How was the 
world created?  
 

• I can explain key 
points about the 
Sulawesi cave 
painting.  

• I can identify the 
purpose of the 
‘Cueva de las 
Manos’ painting.  

Discern – Choose one of the two examples of cave art 
from this lesson and write down your interpretation of 

it. Do you see believe in creation ‘Imago Dei’ in this 
piece of art? Explain your answer.  

W5 L2 
To understand how 

the hospice 
movement maintain 

the dignity and worth 
of human life.  

Chaplains 
Imago Dei 
Hospice 

Sanctity of Life 
Dignity 

Palliative Care 
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is IVF? 
 
What is the 
Catholic teaching 
on IVF? 

• I can explain what 
the hospice 
movement is.  

• I can explain who 
Dame Cicily 
Saunders was and 
the importance of 
her work.  

 
Discern – Do you think that the hospice movement 
demonstrates Catholic beliefs about the inalienable 
dignity of human life? Give reasons for your answer.  
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W5 L3  

To investigate the 
work of a pro-life 
organisation and 

assess how it reflects 
the Church’s teaching 
on the sanctity of life. 

Pro Life 
Sanctity of Life 

Imago Dei  
Dignity  
Respect  

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain two 
passages from 
Genesis that 
explain creation 

• I can explain what 
the Life movement 
teaches   

• I can explain how 
Life help people in 
the UK.  

Understand - Explain why many Catholics in the UK 
support the pro-life movement. Give 4 reasons and add 

a SOWA to support your answer.  

W6 L1  
To reflect on the 

extent to which you 
recognise your own 
and other’s dignity, 

irrespective of 
appearances, actions 

and feeling. 

Reflection  
Imago Dei 

Dignity 
Respect 

Tolerance  
Cafod  

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is the 
difference 
between Pro Life 
and Pro Choice? 
 

• I can explain how 
Catholics 
understand the 
term ‘Common 
Good’ making 
reference to Cafod. 

• I can give examples 
to explain 
‘Common Good’ in 
practice.  

• I can answer an 
explain question 
using SOWA to 
support my points.  

Understand - Explain how CAFOD helps to promote the 
common good. Make sure that you give at least 4 ways 

and add a SOWA to support your answer. 
 

W6 L2 
To explore the concept 

of ‘speciesism’ and 
personhood. 

Speciesism 
Personhood 
Imago Dei 
Creation 

  

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What is Imago 
Dei 
 
Explain St 
Catherine of 
Siena’s teachings 
on being made in 
the image of God 

• I can explain 
Warrens criteria for 
personhood. 

• I can explain the 
concept of 
speciesism.   

Respond - Do you think humans should always be 
treated as more important than animals? Discuss how 
Catholic ideas about personhood and speciesism might 

help answer this question. 
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W7 L1 
To outline religious 

teachings on 
Euthanasia & Imago 

Dei 

Imago Dei 
Dignity 

Euthanasia 
Respect 
Pro Life  

 
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

Explain three 
Catholic teachings 
on human life.   
 
Explain three 
non-religious 
ideas about the 
creation of 
human life.  
 
 

• I can explain UK 
law on Euthanasia 

• I can discuss the 
principle of Double 
Effect with an 
example. 

• I can outline a 
Catholic response 
to Euthanasia.  

Understand - Explain why the Catholic Church teaches 
that euthanasia is wrong. 

W7 L2 

To investigate the 

Catholic teachings on 
Abortion 

Human Rights 
Imago Dei  

Human dignity  
Sanctity of life 

Abortion 
Termination 

 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What happens in 
Genesis 1? 
 
What happens in 
Genesis 2? 
 
What is Sanctity 
of life? 
 

• I can explain the UK 
law on Abortion 

• I can make 
reference to and 
explain Catholic 
teachings on 
abortion. 

• I can create a ‘chain 
of thought’ within 
my answers. 

Respond – ‘It is wrong to have an abortion’ Discuss this 
statement showing that you have considered two 

different views and included a SOWA in your answer to 
support your points.  

 
 

W7 L3 
RSHE 

Imago Dei 
Dignity 
Respect 

RSHE – Ten 
Ten life to 

the full 

N/A N/A N/A 
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W8 L1  
To explain how 
Catholics work 

through interfaith 
dialogue to promote 

respect and tolerance  

Respect  
Tolerance 

Interfaith dialogue  
Religious Pluralism  

Persecution  
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

‘If you want to 
make peace with 
your enemy, you 
have to work with 
your enemy then 
he becomes your 
partner’ Nelson 
Mandela 
How do Catholics 
interpret this?  

• I can describe what 
interfaith dialogue 
is and how this 
reflects Britain 
today 

“All believers, those who seek God and all people of 
good will, without religious affilation are equal in 

dignity’ Pope Francis, 2019  
Discuss this statement showing that you have 

considered two different points of view making sure you 
make reference to non-religious views [15] (Textbook) 

 
 

W8 L2 
To explain how CAFOD 

supports Catholic 
beliefs about the 
dignity of human 

beings 

Charity 
Dignity  

Imago Dei  
Sanctity of life 

Origins and 
Meaning 

 

What did Pope 
John Paul II say 
about the origin 
of the world? 
 
Explain what the 
Big Bang Theory 
is  
 

• I can explain how 
CAFOD utilises 
Catholic beliefs in 
practice  

• I can explain how 
CAFOD 
demonstrates the 
importance of 
loving one’s 
neighbour  

• I can discuss a case 
study relating to 
CAFOD’s work  

Describe two ways in which the work of Cafod reflects 
Catholic teaching about human dignity [5] 2019 

 
 


